LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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[The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this Department.] 


Dear Editor: Being a very busy woman, I do not always read 
my Journal on time, but I always read every word of it in time. I 
have only just now seen the letter in the October Journal on higher 
education, and I feel that I must make my protest even at this late day. 

In three years of institutional work it has been my observation that 
the educated nurse is the nurse who, with other requisite qualities, is 
equal to the emergency when it arises. I mean the woman who has the 
capability for a nurse besides her education. Registration to me means 
putting the profession of nursing on a higher plane—almost in a dif¬ 
ferent caste, as it were. One very prominent New England surgeon said 
to me a short time ago, “ Do you know what registration means ? It 
means that nurses will be forming a labor union before long, and de¬ 
manding shorter hours and more pay.” It did not seem to afflict the 
medical profession so disastrously. I believe it will place the nurse in 
her social as well as professional sphere, for we well know that there are 
many who are at a great loss whether to treat her as guest or servant 
when she is placed in their homes. 

Nurses who must ever be putting money and short hours before real 
usefulness should certainly descend to the labor union class where they 
belong, for only driving shuttles or breaking dishes is worthy of such 
plebeian ideas, and to such women as these must we charge the severe 
and often unjust criticism of our profession. 

I must add one word for the hospital side of this question. True, we 
give three years of hard service, three or four of our best years, perhaps, 
but in return for these more is received as an equivalent than is offered by 
the best educational institutions, and a greater number of nurses leave the 
training-schools in good physical condition than leave these same institu¬ 
tions. And it is the liberally educated women who appreciate these facts 
and have no desire to pose as martyrs, but not a little grace to enjoy a life 
of serving. And when I say liberally educated, I mean good, sensible 
home training as a foundation to the knowledge learned from books. 
When the fathers and mothers of this land teach their daughters that they 
in training for nurses are fitting themselves for the noblest work to which 
women have yet been called, and that it is just as Christian to do well a 
nurse’s work in this country as a missionary’s in India or China, then will 
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we find more women coming into the profession to honor rather than 
disgrace it. 

L. J. P. 


Dear Editor : The suggestion of a “ Graduate” in November that 
it may be “ undignified” for a nurse to work for an eclectic or homoeo¬ 
path seems to me a most shocking one. If there are really physicians so 
odiously intolerant as to express such a view, I can only hope that the 
womanly hearts of nurses may assert themselves in emphatic opposition. 
Surely, nursing is the same, whatever the school of medicine may be. 
Surely the patient is sick and in need of tender care, perhaps anxious, 
worried, harassed as well as ill. A nurse can always be a nurse, even if 
the medical attendant is only a pow-wow man! This is so often the 
wretched result of excessive medical influence in nursing: nursing gets 
to be looked upon only as a matter of carrying out orders. The mother¬ 
ing of the patient is forgotten. Oh women, women, when will you cease 
being doormats or cudgels for men in their jealousy of one another? If 
free womanhood has not in itself enough force to ameliorate or override 
these selfish and unloving ideas, then I pronounce it a failure. Besides, 
there is no more difference between the treatment of regulars, homceos, 
and eclectics than there is between treatments of regulars and regulars. 
Such nurses and doctors ought to go to some other world. This one is 
not exclusive enough for them. 

One Who Hates Intolerance. 


My dear Editor : As mentioned in your note of the January issue 
of the Journal, I think the plan of an “ eligible volunteer list of nurses 
to serve the country in time of national calamity or war” a decidedly 
good one. 

It was the promiscuous selection during the Spanish-American 
War that placed the army nurses socially where they are to-day. 

To be on regular duty in an army hospital in time of peace is no 
place for a womanly nurse. 

I think now, as I have for years, that there should be stationed at 
most of our large posts a trained nurse to be detailed by the post sur¬ 
geon for special nursing in the post hospital when required, as there are 
times when just such a nurse and nursing is needed. When not thus 
employed, by special arrangement officers and their families could avail 
themselves of her services. 

Should this ever be brought about, there are various points with 
regard to her duties which require most careful consideration by the 
Superintendent of the Army Nurse Corps. 



